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COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or
other reproductions of copyrighted materials. The various state privacy acts govern the use of materials that
document private individuals, groups, and corporations.

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a reproduction
if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group, or corporation. These specified
conditions of authorized use include:

e non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or teaching

e criticism, commentary, or news reporting
as a NPS preservation or security copy
e asaresearch copy for deposit in another institution

If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," the user may be personally
liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. This institution's permission to obtain a
photographic, xerographic, digital, or other copy of a document doesn't indicate permission to publish,
exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute, or prepare derivative works from this document without first
obtaining permission from the copyright holder and from any private individual, group, or corporation
shown or otherwise recorded.

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell, or otherwise
distribute the item must be obtained by the user separately in writing from the holder of the original
copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any individual(s), groups, or
corporations whose name, image, recorded words, or private information (e.g., employment information)
may be reproduced in the source material. The holder of the original copyright isn't necessarily the National
Park Service. The National Park Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity
infringement when materials are wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use."

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is judged in
violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law.
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HISTORY

Although some individuals collected oral histories on an ad hoc or park-specific basis in the 1940s-1950s,
the first concerted National Park Service (NPS) effort to systematically collect oral histories to document
the history of the NPS and its purposes, practices, organization, and objectives was conducted by S.
Herbert Evison beginning in 1961, as research for a book he was preparing on NPS history. With the
support of NPS Director Conrad L. Wirth, Evison was appointed as a “collaborator” (an unpaid position)
in 1962. Wirth appropriated $3,000 to pay for Evison to travel to the Midwest, West, and Southwest in
1962-1963. Evison collected over 120 interviews documenting the establishment and early management
of the National Park Service, as well as the history of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).

In September 1967, NPS Director George B. Hartzog tasked his special assistant, Cornelius W. Heine,
with creating an archive for the National Park Service. From the outset, the value of oral histories to this
collection was recognized as Heine was directed “to undertake immediately an oral history program
centered on the personal reflections of former directors of the National Park Service and others who have
played key roles in the development of the National Park Service.” As Heine described it, “the reflections
would constitute a rich historical legacy and an invaluable repository of information which could be
preserved for the many scholars and students who will surely wish to study carefully the National Park
Service, one of the milestones in conservation history.”

In September 1969, Evison sent Director Hartzog a proposal “for resumption of the National Park
Service’s tape-recording program, directed primarily, but not entirely, to recording the recollections of
those who participated in the Emergency Relief Programs of the period 1936-1941.” The emphasis of this
effort would be c. 135 subjects located in the East, Northeast, South, Southwest, and Washington, DC
metropolitan area. Hartzog waited 14 months before approving Evison’s proposal, likely pending
finalization of the NPS Archives study.

On October 20, 1970, Hartzog approved a proposal to establish a National Park Service archives at
Harpers Ferry Center (HFC). Dr. David Wallace was appointed chief of museum services for the new
NPS Archives, and became Evison’s project supervisor. On June 17, 1971 Special Assistant Cornelius
Heine noted "In order to facilitate and contribute to the establishment of a National Park Service Archives
at Harpers Ferry and the coordination of our historic records program, in accordance with the Director's
instructions, Dr. David Wallace has been assigned to direct this [oral history] project." Evison’s renewed
oral history project became an integral part of the new, rapidly developing museum program at HFC. In
1974, Assistant Director for Interpretation William C. Everhart was asked to coordinate "all matters
involving oral history for the Washington Office" and in a September 4, 1974 memorandum noted "our
oral history program is being handled through Dr. Dave Wallace's office in the Harpers Ferry Center."

Oral history became increasingly popular in the 1960s and oral history as "an interpretive device" gained
ground in the early 1970s. During this same period, more parks endeavored to create their own
interviews. As a result, in 1979 the Interpretation Division at the NPS Western Regional Office in San
Francisco organized a two-day training for NPS interpreters, led by Dr. Miriam Stein from the Regional
Oral History Office. The training was video-taped and in March 1980, HFC created an edited program
with written guidance to accompany the tapes, under the title “The NPS Oral History Training Course.”
Continuing its leadership role in NPS oral history, in 1980-1981 the Branch of Library and Archival



HFCA 1817

Services at HFC conducted a survey of parks to determine the extent of the use of oral history and to
compile a master list of all NPS oral histories.

Beginning in the late 1980s, the NPS Bureau Historian Barry Mackintosh, and later his successor in that
position Janet McDonnell, conducted oral histories related to specific research projects and with current
and retired senior officials on an ad hoc basis. According to McDonnell, neither she nor Mackintosh had
any formal background or training in oral history and they had almost no involvement with oral history at
parks. During summer 2001 McDonnell conducted a new survey of oral history projects, practices, and
collections in the NPS. The 2002 report on “Oral History in the National Park Service” summarizes the
results of the survey and programmatic issues faced by the NPS for capturing, preserving, and making
oral history collections accessible. Using the survey results, McDonnell published an overview of the
NPS's collection and use of oral histories in "The Oral History Review" in 2003. In June 2004, at the
direction of NPS Chief Historian Dwight Pitcaithley, McDonnell developed the "Handbook for Oral
History in the National Park Service."

In 2007, NPS Chief Historian Robert K. Sutton created the first oral historian position in the NPS. Dr. Lu
Ann Jones was selected as the staff historian with a focus on oral history. In that capacity, she collected
oral histories with current and retired employees and developed training opportunities for NPS staff.
Building upon the data from the 2001 survey, Jones also compiled "A Directory of Oral History in the
National Park Service."

Sources:

McDonnell, Janet A. (2017), pers. comm. to Lu Ann Jones and Nancy Russell, regarding the development
of the oral history program in the NPS Park History Program, June 2, 2017.

McDonnell, Janet A. (2003), "Documenting Cultural and Historical Memory: Oral History in the National
Park Service" published in "The Oral History Review", Vol. 30, No. 2.

National Park Service correspondence contained within Series I and II of this collection.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION

CATALOG NUMBER

VOLUME

DESCRIPTION

ORGANIZATION

PROVENANCE

RESTRICTIONS

ASSOCIATED
MATERIALS

1937-2017 (bulk dates: 1962-2017)

HFCA 1817
67.0 LF

Recordings, transcripts, correspondence, and research files created as part of
oral history projects which document the history and management of the
National Park Service.

Organized into six series: Series I: NPS Oral History Program Management
Records; Series II: S. Herbert Evison's National Park Service Oral History
Project; Series III: Dorothy B. Huyck's Women in the NPS Oral History
Project; Series IV: NPS Park History Program's Oral History Projects; Series
V: Other Oral History Interviews with NPS Staff and Associated Persons; and
Series VI: Park-specific Oral History Projects.

Created by National Park Service employees, interviewees, volunteers, and
contractors to document the history of the NPS. Evison's interview tapes were
received in multiple accessions. On July 16, 1971 five boxes of tapes,
transcripts, and related materials were transferred to the NPS History
Collection per the request of Cornelius Heine from the NPS Branch of General
Services at WASO. Interview transcripts from the Regional Oral History
Center and Dr. Hosmer were received as part of exchange agreements to share
oral history transcripts. Other interviews were received from the NPS Park
History Program from the 1980s-2010s.

Yes

Assembled Historic Records of the NPS (HFCA 1645) at the NPS History
Collection;

Robert Cahn Collection (HFCA 1829) at the NPS History Collection;
Polly Kaufman Collection (HFCA-01122) at the NPS History Collection;

Oral History Collection at the Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkley;
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Jackson Hole Preservation Project Oral History at Columbia University's
Center for Oral History;

Dr. Charles B. Hosmer Collection at the University of Maryland;

National Historic Preservation Program Oral Histories at Cornell University
Library;

Herbert Evison Papers at the Denver Public Library; and

Park-specific oral history collections at individual NPS sites.
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HIERARCHY

SERIES I: NPS ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM MANAGEMENT RECORDS, 1937-2004
SUBSERIES A: PROGRAM MANAGEMENT RECORDS, 1937-2004

SUBSERIES B: RESERVED

SERIES II: S. HERBERT EVISON’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1952
-1999 (bulk dates: 1962-1978)

SUBSERIES A: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1958-1975
SUBSERIES B: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1958-1978

SUBSERIES C: INTERVIEW NOTES AND DRAFT TRANSCRIPTS, 1952-1999 (bulk dates: 1970-
1980)

SUBSERIES D: CORRESPONDENCE, 1961-1978

SUBSERIES E: SUBJECT FILES, 1965-1978

SUBSERIES F: WILLIAM T. INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS, 1973-1974
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1973-1974
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1973-1974
SUB-SUBSERIES 3: CORRESPONDENCE, 1973-1974

SERIES III: DOROTHY B. HUYCK’S WOMEN IN THE NPS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1942-1987
(bulk dates: 1976-1979)

SUBSERIES A: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1978-1979
SUBSERIES B: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1978-1979

SUBSERIES C: PROJECT RECORDS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 1942-1987 (bulk dates: 1977-
1979)

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: RESEARCH AND INTERVIEW NOTES, 1969-1978
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: SUBJECT FILES, 1942-1987

SERIES IV: NPS PARK HISTORY PROGRAM ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS, 1954-2017 (bulk dates:
1989-2017)

SUBSERIES A: INTERVIEWS WITH NPS DIRECTORS, 1959-2005
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1968-2005
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1959-2005
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SUBSERIES B: GENERAL INTERVIEWS BY NPS HISTORIANS, 1989-2004
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1989-2004
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1989-2004
SUBSERIES C: SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 2001-2004
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: JANET MCDONNELL'S 9/11 INTERVIEWS, 2001-2002
SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES a: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS
SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES b: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORT, 2001-2004
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: MARK SCHOEPFLER'S 9/11 INTERVIEWS, 2001-2002
SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES a: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2001-2002
SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES b: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 2001-2002

SUBSERIES D: DR. LU ANN JONES' NPS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1954-2017 (bulk dates:
2012-2017)

SUB-SUBSERIES1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2009-2017

SUB-SUBSERIES2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 1954-2017 (bulk
dates: 2012-2017)

SUBSERIES E: INTERVIEWS WITH NPS ARCHEOLOGY STAFF, 2013-2016
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2013-2016

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, NOTES, AND PUBLICATIONS, 2014-
2016

SUBSERIES F: INTERVIEWS WITH HARPERS FERRY CENTER STAFF, 2003, 2015-2016
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2015-2016

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2003, 2015-
2016

SUBSERIES G: "LEGACY OF LEARNING" ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 2012
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2012
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2012

SUBSERIES H: ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL PARK RANGERS (ANPR) ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT, 2012-2016

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2012-2015
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2012-2016
SERIES V: OTHER ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF AND ASSOCIATED
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PERSONS, 1954-2005 (bulk dates: 1960-1986)
SUBSERIES A: ALBERT C. MANUCY'S INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1969-1971

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1969-1971
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1969-1971

SUBSERIES B. DR. CHARLES B. HOSMER'S ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS, 1961-1986
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: TRANSCRIPTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1961-1972

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: HISTORY OF THE PRESERVATION MOVEMENT INTERVIEW
TRANSCRIPTS, 1981-1986

SUBSERIES C: TRANSCRIPTS FROM REGIONAL ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM (BANCROFT
LIBRARY) INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1960-1976

SUBSERIES D: GENERAL INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF AND AFFILIATED
INDIVIDUALS, 1954-2005

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1954-2005
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1954-2005
SERIES VI: PARK-SPECIFIC ORAL HISTORY RECORDS, 1965-2007 (bulk dates: 1976-2004)

SUBSERIES A: SOUTHEAST ARCHEOLOGICAL CENTER (SEAC) ADMINISTRATIVE
HISTORY PROJECT, 2003-2004, 2007

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2003-2004
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORT, 2003-2004, 2007
SUBSERIES B: C&0O CANAL ORAL HISTORY PROJECT TRANSCRIPTS, 1965-1980

SUBSERIES C: THE BICENTENNIAL AT INDEPENDENCE NHP ORAL HISTORY PROJECT,
1976-1990

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1976-1979
SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1976-1990 (bulk dates: 1976-1979)

SUBSERIES D: CUSTER BATTLEFIELD INTERPRETATION ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1986
-1987

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1986
SUB-SUBSERIES 1: INVENTORIES AND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1986-1987

SUBSERIES E: CUYAHOGA VALLEY'S ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY INTERVIEWS, 1989-
1991

SUBSERIES F: GENERAL PARK ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS, 1962-1991 (bulk dates: 1982)
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

SERIES I: NPS ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM MANAGEMENT RECORDS, 1937-2004

Organized into two subseries: Subseries A: Program Management Records and Subseries B:
Reserved.

General program correspondence, surveys, training materials, and policy guidance created by
Harpers Ferry Center staff and later the NPS Office of the Chief Historian as program leads for oral
history in the National Park Service.

SUBSERIES A: PROGRAM MANAGEMENT RECORDS, 1937-2004

Arranged alphabetically by topic.

General program correspondence, NPS handbooks and training materials, NPS oral history policies,
and NPS oral history surveys created by staff at Harpers Ferry Center (HFC) and in the NPS Office
of the Chief Historian. Indexes of parks and people referenced in the various oral history projects,
created by HFC staff, are included as both a printed spreadsheet and on index cards. HFC
correspondence and working files for transcription of interview tapes for the Evison, Hosmer,
Huyck, Ingersoll and Manucy oral history projects are included. Correspondence with Directors
Horace M. Albright and Newton B. Drury is also present. Correspondence with Cornelius Heine
includes information on the study to develop the NPS Archives. Materials include training programs
on reel-to-reel and cassette tape.

SUBSERIES B: RESERVED

SERIES II: S. HERBERT EVISON’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT,
1952-1999 (bulk dates: 1962-1978)

Although S. Herbert Evison collected oral history recordings beginning in the late 1950s, his
National Park Service (NPS) Oral History Project officially began in 1962. Working as an NPS
collaborator, and with the support of Director Conrad L. Wirth, Evison undertook an interview
project across the Midwest, the Far West, and the Southwest during 1962-1963. Although he was
unpaid, Evision received per diem and a car mileage stipend, not to exceed $3,000.

Evison and his wife Shirley traveled extensively around the country to conduct the interviews. The
project began on September 10, 1962, with the taping of the Honorable Louis Cramton in Michigan.
In the months that followed, the Evisons stopped in Illinois, Nebraska, Colorado State University,
Grand Teton, Yellowstone, Glacier, Coeur d’Alene, Mt. Rainer, Seattle, Olympic, Crater Lake, San
Francisco, Yosemite, Sequoia, Mesa Verde, Santa Fe, and Carlsbad for interviews. While at the
NPS’s Western Regional Office in San Francisco, Amelia Fry of the Regional Oral History Program
at the University of California, Berkeley interviewed Evison himself regarding his experiences with
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). The two together interviewed former NPS Director Newton
B. Drury. Evison attended the 1963 National Park Service Conference in Yosemite, collecting
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additional interviews and returning via Santa Fe, New Mexico where he conducted more interviews
to complete the project.

In 1964, Evison submitted a proposal for a program to interview another c. 135 people in the East
and South. While the proposal was accepted, it was with a much narrower and exclusive focus, and
Evison decided not to pursue it further at that time. In 1969, he reintroduced the idea of resuming
the oral history program to Director George B. Hartzog; the proposal was approved in 1970. Evison
began working again as an unpaid collaborator in 1971, with per diem and mileage reimbursement.
Dr. David Wallace of Harpers Ferry Center (HFC) became Evison’s project supervisor, although
Richard Russell at HFC also worked closely with him. In 1972, he was rehired as a retired annuitant
to continue working on the project. In the second phase of the project, Shirley Evison was relieved
of the workload of preparing the transcriptions, which were contracted through HFC.

Early interviews in the newly revived oral history project focused on the Washington, D.C. area
where Evison had use of an old recording studio in the penthouse at the Department of the Interior
building. Evison expanded his efforts to the Southeast and the South next. While coordinating with
Roy Appleman regarding an interview, Evison learned that Dr. Charles Hosmer of Principia College
was conducting his own interviews of people in the field of historic preservation, some of whom
were also on Evison’s list to interview. He was able to acquire copies of transcripts to avoid
covering the same ground as Hosmer. In September 1972, the Evisons went on another trip through
the Midwest, West, and Southwest, taping nineteen interviews along the way before stopping at
Yellowstone National Park for a reunion. Evison became ill while at Yellowstone, requiring a few
months of rest. In early 1973, the Evisons drove to the Southwest for sixty-one more interviews.

Over the course of both phases of the project, Evison interviewed almost 475 men and women
regarding their experiences in the NPS. Given his long career, Evison was well-connected and had
remarkable access to key individuals responsible for developing and managing the NPS. He
conducted interviews with current and former directors, regional directors, superintendents, rangers,
and others. In some cases, he interviewed the same individual in both the 1960s and 1970s
recording efforts, supplementing the information he obtained during the initial effort. In spite of his
connections, he was occasionally turned down for interviews by people he felt had crucial
information on Service history. Evison also interviewed people from associated agencies or
organizations that were historically related to or supportive of the NPS, such as the Civilian
Conservation Corps and the American Planning and Civic Association. He often interviewed the
spouses of NPS employees as well.

For biographical information on Evison and his other records, see the Assembled Historic Records
of the NPS Collection (HFCA 1645), Series XIV: Papers and Working Files of NPS Employees,
Subseries I: S. Herbert Evison’s Papers. For information regarding Evison’s role with the NPS
Employee and Alumni Association and “The Courier” newspaper, see the Assembled Historic
Records of the NPS Collection (HFCA 1645), Series XVIII: Records of the Employee and Alumni
Association of the National Park Service.

References:

Evison, Herbert, (1973). “NPS Oral History", unpublished project summary.
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Organized into six subseries by format or subject: Subseries A: Oral History Recordings; Subseries
B: Interview Transcripts; Subseries C: Interview Notes and Draft Transcripts; Subseries D:
Correspondence; Subseries E: Subject Files; and Subseries F: William T. Ingersoll's Interviews.

Reel-to-reel and audio cassette recordings, final transcripts, draft and edited transcripts,
photographs, notes and background information, indices of interview transcripts, correspondence,
invoices and travel records, and Evison's notes and other writings. Most of the materials date
between 1961 and 1978 when the recordings and transcripts were completed. Also includes
correspondence with NPS staff regarding the project, securing release forms, and preparation of
transcripts. Available release forms are legal documents and are kept in the accession folder.

SUBSERIES A: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1958-1975

Arranged by project phase and thereunder numerically by Evison's tape number.

Original, magnetic recordings of oral history interviews on reel-to-reel tapes and a few audio
cassette tapes. Most are traditional oral history interviews but there are a few "self interviews"
which were sent to Evison. For description of interview contents, see Subseries B: Interview
Transcripts within this series.

Tape numbering system used by Evison features Roman numerals for the 1960s recordings and
Arabic numbers for the 1970s recordings. Ninety-eight recordings from the 1960s were transferred
to the National Archives in 1974 and the NPS does not have copies. Use copies are available for a
limited number of these recordings, upon request.

SUBSERIES B: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1958-1978

Arranged alphabetically by name and thereunder chronologically.

Transcripts of Evison's oral history interviews. Includes marked up draft transcripts where a final
transcript was never completed. Interviews document establishment and early development of the
National Park Service as well as employee experiences in individual parks, regional offices, and the
Washington office. Living and working in parks are discussed and sometimes spouses are
interviewed as well as employees. Most interviews describe entire careers but a few highlight the
establishment and development of specific parks (e.g. Blue Ridge Parkway, Everglades National
Park). A significant number of interviews also related to the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
and other Emergency Relief Programs.

SUBSERIES C: INTERVIEW NOTES AND DRAFT TRANSCRIPTS, 1952-1999 (bulk dates: 1970-
1980)

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Draft transcripts of oral histories with the interviewees’ edits. Also includes correspondence
regarding the draft transcripts sent out to the interviewees for editing, and interview notes. A small
number of black and white photos is also present.
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SUBSERIES D: CORRESPONDENCE, 1961-1978

Arranged alphabetically by topic or correspondent.

Correspondence and initial query letters regarding interviews, letters coordinating interview times,
and other project administration documentation. Correspondence between Evison and David
Wallace and Richard Russell primarily concerns HFC and its role in the project, as well as copies of
the form letters sent to interviewees during different stages in the transcription process. Also
includes correspondence between NPS and University of California, Berkeley, and Dr. Charles B.
Hosmer regarding exchange and sharing of transcripts.

SUBSERIES E: SUBJECT FILES, 1965-1978

Arranged alphabetically by topic.

Research compiled and used by Evison to prepare for interviews, as well as material created by
Evison following interviews. Includes a historical account/memoir of the NPS oral history project,
written by Evison in 1973, which discusses interviews he felt were particularly important as well as
individuals that turned him down for interviews. Subject indices of oral history transcripts, lists of
potential interviewees, interviewee biographical information, invoices, and Evison’s travel
documents detailing his trips are also present.

SUBSERIES F: WILLIAM T. INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS, 1973-1974

After Herbert Evison became ill at Yellowstone National Park in 1972, he determined that he could
no longer continue the oral history program without assistance. In 1973, Harpers Ferry Center
(HFC) contracted with William T. Ingersoll to conduct further interviews with individuals in the
West, reducing Evison's travel burden. Ingersoll coordinated with Evison and HFC regarding whom
to interview, suggesting alternatives when Evison's first choices were not available.

Organized into three sub-subseries: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-subseries 2:
Interview Transcripts; and Sub-subseries 3: Correspondence.

Oral history recordings on reel-to-reel tapes, final transcripts, correspondence, and draft transcripts
with interviewee corrections.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1973-1974

Arranged numerically by Evison's tape number.

Oral history recordings on reel-to-reel tapes. For description of interview contents, see Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1973-1974

Arranged alphabetically by name.
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Transcripts of Ingersoll's oral history interviews. Efforts were made to have draft transcripts
reviewed by interviewees before finalizing. Includes marked up draft transcripts where a final
transcript was never completed.

SUB-SUBSERIES 3: CORRESPONDENCE, 1973-1974

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Correspondence associated primarily with review of transcripts by interviewees. Includes draft
transcripts with edits by interviewees.

SERIES III: DOROTHY B. HUYCK 'S WOMEN IN THE NPS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1942-
1987 (bulk dates: 1976-1979)

Dorothy Boyle Huyck was born October 19, 1924 in Madison, WI. She graduated from Carleton
College in Minnesota with a B.A. in International Relations and began working for the State
Department in Washington, D.C. in 1946, serving for five years as a liaison officer to agricultural
agencies. From 1962 to 1967, Huyck worked as a camping consultant for the National Park Service
(NPS) and contributed to many campground directories. An active, she was also a camping

consultant for the American Automobile Association (AAA) and wrote the annual introduction in
the AAA Camping Guide.

Huyck worked as a freelance writer focusing on travel and conservation. Her articles were
published in the New York Times, the Smithsonian Magazine, the Washington Post, and other
prestigious publications. She often organized family vacations around conducting interviews with
important employees at national parks all over the country, turning her experiences into articles for
publication. Huyck’s work was supported by her husband of 32 years, Earl, who assisted by taking
photographs, editing materials, and taking on additional family responsibilities while Huyck worked
on her research.

In 1976, the NPS approached Huyck regarding research into the experiences of female employees.
Within a year, she began the proposed research at her own expense, with the goal of writing a book
on the history of women in the NPS. Huyck sought further support for her project and the NPS
approved the proposal and awarded her a contract in 1978. The project proposed to address the
history of women in the NPS, both as employees and as family members of employees, and to take
a closer look at contemporary issues faced by NPS women while identifying potential solutions.

Over the course of the project, Huyck traveled thousands of miles to record interviews with over
100 women and some men. She also conducted in-person and telephone interviews with over 70
individuals; although she kept notes of those interviews, they were not captured on tape. She
interviewed a wide range of "rank and file" women as well as notable figures in NPS history, such
former Director Horace Albright, former Chief of Information Herbert Evison, and Dr. Mary M.
Meagher, one of the first female naturalists.

She corresponded with a wide range of NPS women, compiling her research, and organizing
extensive notes as she planned the organization of the book. The research also outlined general
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women’s issues, including background characteristics of the professional women of her time,
specific cases of women in professional positions in the NPS, problems and solutions, and future
opportunities. Huyck also actively participated in numerous conferences, including the Women’s
History Conference at the National Archives in 1976, and she was a member of the Outdoor Writers
Association of America, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the Oral History
Association.

Huyck was unable to complete the project as she died on August 24, 1979. Four days before her
death, NPS Director Bill Whalen appointed her an Honorary Park Ranger, promising that her work
would be continued. The first National Park Service Women’s Conference, held in 1979, was
dedicated to Huyck’s memory. Her daughter Heather, already an employee of the NPS and working
on her own dissertation, was determined to find someone to complete her mother's research. Polly
Welts Kaufman was selected as a good fit and Huyck's research notes, interviews, and other
materials were loaned to Kaufman. She relied extensively upon Huyck's records during the research
for her 2006 book “National Parks and the Woman’s Voice: A History” (see HFCA-01122 for
Kaufman’s Papers).

Sources:

Hunt, Naomi L. (1979). Honorary Park Ranger Named by Director Whalen. "National Park
Courier", September 1979.

Obituary. (1979). Dorothy Boyle Huyck, 54, Freelance Travel Writer. "The Washington Post",
August 27, 1979.

Organized into three subseries by format: Subseries A: Oral History Recordings; Subseries B:
Interview Transcripts; and Subseries C: Project Records and Research Notes.

Oral history interviews on as well as hand-written notes, telephone interview summaries, and
interview questionnaires. Transcripts, correspondence, news clippings, press releases, radio scripts,
and background research materials are also included. Project management records include
contracting information and materials on potential interviewees. A small number of photographs is
also included. Available release forms are legal documents and are kept in the accession folder.

SUBSERIES A: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1978-1979

Arranged numerically by HFC tape log number.

Audio cassette tapes Dorothy B. Huyck recorded during in-person interviews with women and men
from 1978-1979. For description of interview contents, see Subseries B: Interview Transcripts
within this series.

Use copies of most tapes are available upon request. Four tapes are restricted at interviewee request
due to sensitive nature of some content (interviews with Coiner, Metzger, Waddell, and Wilson).

SUBSERIES B: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1978-1979
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Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of oral history interviews regarding women in the National Park Service (NPS).
Includes interviews with former NPS Directors Horace M. Albright, Newton B. Drury, and others
discussing some of the earliest female employees in the NPS. Interviews feature women who
worked in a variety of positions, including clerk-typists, archeologists, biologists, curators,
maintenance workers, and park rangers, among others. Issues of equality and women in the
workplace are frequently discussed. The NPS Upward Mobility Program and the Federal Woman's
Program are also mentioned by some interviewees.

Four interviews are restricted for privacy concerns at the interviewees' requests, due to the sensitive
nature of the confidences shared (Coiner, Metzger, Waddell, and Wilson). Where transcripts have
been prepared for these restricted interviews, redacted copies are available for researchers.

SUBSERIES C: PROJECT RECORDS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 1942-1987 (bulk dates: 1977-
1979)

Organized into two sub-subseries: Sub-subseries 1: Research and Interview Notes and Sub-
subseries 2: Subject Files.

Records documenting the search for appropriate interviewees, material to shape interview questions,
and background information on the history of women’s employment by the NPS, as well as
contemporary women'’s issues. Includes lists of potential interviewees, research on interviewees,
interview summaries, questionnaires, correspondence, radio scripts, photographs, newspaper
clippings, press releases, and publications. Also included are additional research relating to
individuals mentioned in interviews and general research regarding women in the National Park
Service. Materials post-dating Huyck’s death primarily concerns efforts by her daughter, Heather
Huyck, to continue her mother’s research and to find a suitable author to complete the project.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: RESEARCH AND INTERVIEW NOTES, 1969-1978

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Notes, correspondence, photographs, summaries of telephone interviews, interview questionnaires
and other research notes associated with individual interviews. Also included are research and
correspondence relating to individuals not interviewed.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: SUBJECT FILES, 1942-1987

Arranged alphabetically by subject.

Research, notes, correspondence, interview summaries, and photographs. Administrative
documents, including contracts and project proposals, and itineraries of interview schedules, as well
as general research and notes for interviews. Articles and publications regarding oral history
practices and training, the history of NPS interpretation, personnel lists, copies of transcripts from
earlier interviews by S. Herbert Evison with women of interest, and other background research
regarding women’s issues and specific elements of NPS history are also included. General
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correspondence relating to the project is interspersed with personal correspondence and a tribute to
Dorothy Huyck in "The Courier".

SERIES IV: NPS PARK HISTORY PROGRAM ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS, 1954-2017 (bulk
dates: 1989-2017)

Organized into eight subseries: Subseries A: Interviews with NPS Directors; Subseries B: General
Interviews by NPS Historians; Subseries C: September 11, 2001 Oral History Project; Subseries D:
Dr. Lu Ann Jones' NPS Oral History Project; Subseries E: Interviews with NPS Archeology Staff;
Subseries F: Interviews with Harpers Ferry Center Staff; Subseries G: "Legacy of Learning" Oral
History Project; Subseries H: Association of National Park Rangers (ANPR) Oral History Project.

Oral history recordings and interview transcripts conducted by historians from the NPS's Park
History Program, in the Washington Office. Interviews primarily conducted by Bureau Historians
Barry Mackintosh and Janet McDonnell and Staff Historians Richard Sellars and Lu Ann Jones.
Interviews with NPS directors conducted by Cornelius Heine, special assistant to Director George
B. Hartzog, are also included. Research notes and correspondence for interviews conducted by
Jones are present. Report written by McDonnell using the September 11, 2001 interviews is also
included. Available release forms are legal documents and are kept in the accession folder.

SUBSERIES A: INTERVIEWS WITH NPS DIRECTORS, 1959-2005

Organized into two sub-subseries: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-subseries 2:
Interview Transcripts.

Interviews conducted primarily by Bureau Historians Barry Mackintosh and Janet McDonnell with
former NPS directors. Although not NPS Park History Program staff, interviews conducted by
Erskine and Cornelius Heine with Directors Horace M. Albright and Newton B. Drury, respectively,
are also included. Interviews include discussions of the NPS during World War II, NPS mission,
relations with the Department of the Interior and the U.S. Congress, and reorganizations of the NPS.
Organizations discussed include the Civilian Conservation Corps, NPS Advisory Board, American
Planning and Civic Association, and Save-the-Redwoods League. Laws such as the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and the Land and Water Conservation Act are discussed in some
interviews.

See also Jonathan Jarvis interview in Series IV, Subseries C. See also Horace M. Albright
interviews in Series II. See also Horace M. Albright and Newton B. Drury interviews in Series III.
See also interviews with Horace M. Albright, Newton B. Drury, and George B. Hartzog in Series V.
Other series within this collection also contain interviews with future directors, such as Russell E.
Dickerson, and deputy directors at earlier stages of their careers.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1968-2005

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Audio cassette and reel to reel recordings of the oral histories of NPS directors interviewed by
Erskine, Cornelius Heine, Janet McDonnell, and Barry Mclntosh. Directors interviewed include
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Horace M. Albright, Newton B. Drury, George B. Hartzog, Roger Kennedy, William Mott Penn,
James Ridenour, Robert Stanton, and Ronald Walker. For description of interview contents, see Sub
-subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1959-2005

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of interviews with NPS directors. Interviews with earlier directors often occurred 20 or
more years after they left the NPS but more recent directors were often interviewed within five
years of leaving office. Key topics discussed include NPS policies and administration; NPS mission
and growth; NPS relationships with the U.S. Department of the Interior, Congress, and the White
House; American Planning and Civic Association; legislation such as the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) and the Land and Water Conservation Act; women and minorities in the
NPS; NPS reorganizations; and the NPS Advisory Board.

SUBSERIES B: GENERAL INTERVIEWS BY NPS HISTORIANS, 1989-2004

Organized into two sub-subseries: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-subseries 2:
Interview Transcripts.

Oral history interviews and transcripts of various NPS employees conducted by NPS historians in
the Washington Office but which are not part of larger projects. Interviews were conducted with
Lawrence Atten, Robert Barbee, Ed Bearss, John Cook and staff in the Washington Office.
Interviewers include Barry Mclntosh, Bruce Noble, Richard Sellars, and Janet McDonnell.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1989-2004

Arranged alphabetically by name and thereunder chronologically.

Audio cassette tapes containing interviews of various NPS staff interviewed by NPS Park History
Program historians. Notable interviewees include Ed Bearss who was interviewed by both Barry
Mackintosh and Janet McDonnell. Other interviewees included Lawrence Atten, Robert Barbee,
John Cook, John Henneberer, Richard Marks, and Richard Smith. For description of interview
contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1989-2004

Arranged alphabetically by name and thereunder chronologically.

Interview transcripts of NPS staff interviewed by NPS Park History Program historians. Transcripts
have not yet been prepared for most interviews in this sub-subseries. Interviews with Ed Bearss
discuss cultural resource management, American Battlefied Protection Program and his career.

SUBSERIES C: SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 2001-2004
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Following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania,
National Park Service historians and ethnographers began an oral history project to record the
memories and perspectives of staff who had experienced the events and their aftermaths. The
interviews sought to document the NPS response to the attacks at the park, regional, and national
levels, which actions were taken by NPS staff and managers, and why. Broader impacts of the
attacks on NPS operations and allocation of budget resources were also examined. Many of the
interviews described the impacts of the attacks on NPS employees and sought to understand how
the attacks may have affected the way staff viewed their jobs and the way Americans viewed
national parks. Finally, the project hoped to capture "lessons learned" and to better understand the
NPS's response and what it says about its values and responsibilities.

Over the course of the rest of 2001 and 2002, more than 100 employees were interviewed for the
project, detailing the initial response as well as the aftermath of the attacks. Interviews were
conducted primarily with staff from the Statue of Liberty, Arlington House, and U.S. Park Police
from Washington, D.C. and New York, although staff detailed to deal with emergency response
from other parks were also interviewed.

Organized into two sub-subseries: Sub-subseries 1: Janet McDonnell's 9/11 Interviews; Sub-
subseries 2: Mark Schoepfler's 9/11 Interviews.

Oral history recordings and transcripts documenting the National Park Service's actions during and
after the September 11th terrorist attacks in New York and the Washington, DC area. Topics
discussed include initial emergency response and triage, park closures, continuity of operations,
interagency relationships, bomb threats and security enhancements after the attacks, visitor
reactions, NPS employee welfare, transportation and communication issues, and lessons learned.
Emphasis is placed on actions taken to secure the White House, monuments, and parks in the
National Capital Region and the role of the U.S. Park Police and incident command. The U.S. Park
Police, Manhattan Sites, incident command, and triage are discussed for the New York City attacks.
Report "Responding to the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks" written by Janet McDonnell
utilizing the information in the oral history recordings is also included.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: JANET MCDONNELL'S 9/11 INTERVIEWS, 2001-2002

Organized into two sub-sub-subseries by format: Sub-sub-subseries a: Oral History Recordings; Sub
-sub-subseries b: Interview Transcripts and Report.

Audio cassette recordings and transcripts of oral history interviews of NPS staff regarding the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and their aftermath in New York City and the Washington,
D.C. area. Interviews focused on staff working at Statue of Liberty, Arlington House, and the U.S.
Park Police, although staff detailed to deal with emergency response from other park sites were also
interviewed. Includes report prepared by McDonnell using the oral history interviews.

SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES a: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Audio cassette recordings of interviews completed by Janet McDonnell as part of the September 11,
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2001 Oral History Project. Also includes one interview with Gary Scott as a co-interviewer.
Interviews document the NPS's response during and immediately after the terrorist attacks. For
description of interview contents, see Sub-sub-subseries b: Interview Transcripts within this sub-
subseries.

SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES b: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORT, 2001-2004

Arranged alphabetically.

Transcripts for oral history interviews regarding the National Park Service's response to the
September 11, 2001 terrorist report. Interviews are with U.S. Park Police staff; incident command
staff; staff from the Washington Office, National Capital Region, and Northeast Regional Office;
Statue of Liberty; Arlington House; and the National Mall, among others. A copy of Janet
McDonnell's "Responding to the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks" report is also included.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: MARK SCHOEPFLER'S 9/11 INTERVIEWS, 2001-2002

Organized into two sub-sub-subseries by format: Sub-sub-subseries a: Oral History Recordings; Sub
-sub-subseries b: Interview Transcripts.

Audio cassette tapes and transcripts of interviews of NPS park staff working during the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks and their immediate aftermaths. Interviews were conducted with staff at
Ellis Island/Statue of Liberty, National Mall, Shenandoah National Park, Catoctin Mountain Park,
Arlington House, and Manassas National Battlefield Park, as well as with U.S. Park Police officers.

SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES a: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2001-2002

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Audio cassette tapes of oral history interviews with park staff at Statue of Liberty and in the
Washington area on duty during the September 11, 2001 attacks and their immediate aftermath. No
interview recordings are present for Arberg, Brown, Castro, Dayson, DiPietro, Farrugio, Garrett,
Kelly, Kuziw, Mills, O'Dougherty, Ordde, and Simonell but transcripts for those interviews are
present in Sub-sub-subseries b of this sub-subseries. For description of all interview contents, see
Sub-sub-subseries b: Interview Transcripts within this sub-subseries.

SUB-SUB-SUBSERIES b: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 2001-2002

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Interview transcripts of NPS staff at Statue of Liberty and in the Washington, D.C. area parks
during the September 11, 2001 attacks. Interviews discuss employees' reactions to the terrorist
attacks, as well as those of park visitors. Operational details, such as staffing, transportation, first
responders actions, building evacuations, employee assistance and counseling, and other issues in
the aftermath of the attacks are discussed in many of the interviews. Heightened security, a bomb
threat at the National Mall, and a speedboat scare at Statue of Liberty are among the security issues
described. Includes discussion of the Pentagon and Flight 93 attacks in several interviews.
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SUBSERIES D: DR. LU ANN JONES' NPS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1954-2017 (bulk dates:
2012-2017)

Staff Historian Lu Ann Jones initiated and conducted interviews with recently and long-retired
employees of the National Park Service (NPS). Pending retirements inspired many of the
interviews. Other individuals, such as Denis P. Galvin, had been retired many years but had never
been interviewed in a systematic way. In some cases, interviewees suggested other people to
interview and Jones acted upon those recommendations. For example, John Reynolds put Jones in
contact with Liz Titus Putnam, the founder of the Student Conservation Association and NPS
partner. Jones pursued interviews with Georgia Ellard and Tina Short because of her interest in the
experiences of African American women who worked for the NPS as the agency began to create
new opportunities in the 1960s and 1970s.

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts and Research Notes.

Digital oral history recordings and transcripts of interviews with NPS employees. Also includes
research notes and limited correspondence with interviewees.

SUB-SUBSERIES1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2009-2017

Arranged alphabetically by name.

'

Digital recordings for NPS staff and affiliated individuals interviewed as part of Dr. Lu Ann Jones
NPS Oral History Project. For description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview
Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 1954-2017 (bulk
dates: 2012-2017)

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Interview transcripts and research notes created in preparation for and during the interviews.

SUBSERIES E: INTERVIEWS WITH NPS ARCHEOLOGY STAFF, 2013-2016

The records in this series represent a collaboration between the NPS Park History Program and the
NPS Park Archeology Program. Karen Mudar conducted a number of the interviews for a feature in
the NPS Archeology E-Gram newsletter, a monthly publication. The feature was called
"Conversation with an Archeologist" and sought to profile a wide range of archeologists working in
the NPS, to encourage archeologists to "think outside the box" when it came to applying for jobs, to
gather tips and wisdom about working in the NPS, and to capture "the flavor" and variety of the
archeological work being carried out by the NPS.

The interviews ran from July 2013 to July 2016. Over time, the profiles became more infrequent as
Mudar was not able to devote as much time to interviewing. Initial interviews for the newsletter
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were not recorded but eventually Mudar began to record them. Interviews were all conducted over
the phone and each interviewee was asked a standard set of questions. Beginning c. 2014, NPS Staff
Historian Lu Ann Jones began working with Mudar to preserve her efforts and to supplement them
with more in-depth interviews with long-time NPS archeologists.

The Archeology E-gram project segued into another project as Mudar interviewed archeologists
who had or who were about to retire. Three of these archeologists, John Knoerl, Michele Aubry,
and Bennie Keel, were specifically chosen for their intimate knowledge of the early history of the
programs that eventually became the NPS Archeology Program and of projects that it administered.
These questions were more wide-ranging and tailored to individual histories.

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts, Notes, and Publications.

Digital recordings of phone interviews, transcripts, and various research notes and publications,
including the "Conversations with an Archeologist" articles.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2013-2016

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Digital recordings of interviews done by Karen Mudar for the article "Conversations with An
Archeologist." Recordings are only available for a subset of the telephone interviews Mudar
conducted, specifically for Michele Aubry, Bennie Keel, John Knoerl, Stephen Potter, and Julie
Steel. Interviews discuss the NPS Archeology Program, System-wide Archeological Inventory
Program (SAIP), and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). For description of interview
contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, NOTES, AND PUBLICATIONS, 2014-2016

Arranged alphabetically.

Interview transcripts and research notes generated in advance of the interviews. Interviews were
conducted with staff from the Washington Office, Southeast Archeological Center, Midwest
Archeological Center, National Capital Region, and parks. For interviews which were not recorded,
notes of telephone conversations are included. Also includes final copies of "Conversations with an
Archeologist" newsletter column from the Archeology E-gram for the interviews.

SUBSERIES F: INTERVIEWS WITH HARPERS FERRY CENTER STAFF, 2003, 2015-2016

In 2015 NPS Staff Historian Lu Ann Jones began a collaboration with colleagues at Harpers Ferry
Center (HFC). The goal of the project is to document the careers of retired individuals who had
contributed to publications, design, curation, cartography, and other services provided by HFC.

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts and Research Notes.

Digital recordings of oral history interviews and transcripts of Harpers Ferry Center employees.
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Interviews include staff working in cartography, graphic design, exhibit design, publications, and
curation. Topics discussed include the transition to digital technology and its impact on HFC's
work, NPS publications, and the NPS Archives. Also includes research notes, limited
correspondence, and digital images.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2015-2016

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Digital recordings for individuals interviewed as part of the Harpers Ferry Center Oral History
Project. Personnel interviewed include Nancy Haack, David McLean, David Wallace, Edward
Zahniser, and Bruce Hopkins. For description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview
Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2003, 2015-2016

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of oral history interviews and research notes related to the interviews.Topics discussed
include the transition to digital technology and its impact on HFC's work, NPS publications, and the
NPS Archives. McLean interview materials includes digital images.

SUBSERIES G: "LEGACY OF LEARNING" ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 2012

These interviews resulted from an "Effective Oral History Course" led by Staff Historian Lu Ann
Jones, held at the Stephen T. Mather Training Center (STMA) on September 13, 2012. The
interviews were conducted as part of the course practicum and included interviews with former
STMA directors and staff, as well as the manager of the NPS Historic Preservation Training Center.

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts and Research Notes.

Digital recordings of oral history interviews with NPS employees. Includes transcripts, research
notes, and limited correspondence. Because the interviews were conducted as part of a training
course, various co-interviewers are present with interviewer Dr. Lu Ann Jones.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2012

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Digital recordings of the oral history interviews conducted on September 12, 2012 as part of the
Mather Training Center "Legacy of Learning" project. Interviews conducted with managers,
instructors, and other employees of the center. For description of interview contents, see Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2012
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Arranged alphabetically by name.

Interview transcripts related to staff at the Mather Training Center. Interviews were conducted with
instructors, staff, and managers of the center. Topics discussed include training; Operational
Lightship Program; minorities in the NPS; and staff training and development. Includes research
notes and background information for the interviews.

SUBSERIES H: ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL PARK RANGERS (ANPR) ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT, 2012-2016

Dr. Lu Ann Jones and others at the NPS Park History Program coordinated with the Association of
National Park Rangers (ANPR) to conduct oral history interviews with that organization's longtime
members. The project was inspired by the National Park Service's centennial in 2016 and focuses on
individuals personnel who have helped to shape the agency's history during its second half-century.

Although the program was launched in 2010, the first interviews took place at the 2012 "Ranger
Rendezvous" event, held in Indian Wells, California. Additional interviews were conducted in 2013
-2016. Interviews were conducted with employees that joined the agency in the 1950s-1970s and
who occupied leadership positions during decades of great change. During their tenures, the NPS
expanded significantly, the country adopted laws that challenged the Service's management policies,
and the demographics of the agency's workforce and its visitors underwent a significant shift.

Sources:

http://www.anpr.org/Oral-History-Project (accessed September 25, 2017).

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts and Research Notes.

Oral history recordings and transcripts from interviews of NPS employees. Topics discussed include
individual careers and parks; the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks; women in the NPS; U.S.
Bicentennial; Interagency Fire Center; Alaska Task Force; Albright Training Center; Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center (FLETC); Presidential Management Intern Program; resources
careers; NPS regional offices; the Wilderness Act; and the creation of the Association of National
Park Rangers. Also includes research notes related to the individuals interviewed and limited
correspondence.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2012-2015

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Digital oral history recordings of interviews with ANPR members. Interveiws were conducted with
park staffs, chief rangers, assistant superintendents, superintendents, and regional office employees.
Maureen Finnerty, William (Bill) Halainen, John Cook, Bob Krumenaker, Wayne Landrum, Bruce
McKeeman, David Mihalic, Ernest Quintana, Patrick Reed, Edwin Rothfuss, Richard Smith, and
others are among those interviewed. For description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2:
Interview Transcripts within this subseries.


http://www.anpr.org/Oral-History-Project
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SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND RESEARCH NOTES, 2012-2016

Arranged by alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of oral history interviews and research notes related to the individuals interviewed.
Subjects discussed include individual careers; women in the NPS; dual careers and balancing work
and family life; security post September 11, 2001; U.S. Bicentennial; park fatalities; resources
careers; and the Association of National Park Rangers. Employee experiences at various national
park units, regional offices, Albright Training Center, Federal Law Enforcement Training Center
(FLETC), and the Washington Office are also discussed.

SERIES V: OTHER ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF AND ASSOCIATED
PERSONS, 1954-2005 (bulk dates: 1960-1986)

Organized into four subseries: Subseries A: Albert C. Manucy's Interviews with NPS Staff;
Subseries B: Dr. Charles B. Hosmer's Oral History Projects; Subseries C: Transcripts from the
Regional Oral History Program (Bancroft Library) Interviews with NPS Staff; and Subseries D:
General Interviews with NPS Staff and Affiliated Individuals.

Recordings and transcripts of oral history interviews by NPS employees and affiliated individuals
and organizations. Transcripts from interviews conducted by Dr. Charles B. Hosmer and the
Regional Oral History Program at the Bancroft Library were provided to the NPS through transcript
exchange agreements. Interviews by Albert C. Manucy do not have common research themes and
appear to be ad hoc interviews with his acquaintances. Also includes general interviews conducted
by various interviewers which are not part of larger projects. Correspondence primarily concerning
the interviews is present in some files. Available release forms are legal documents and are kept in
the accession folder.

SUBSERIES A: ALBERT C. MANUCY'S INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1969-1971

Albert C. Manucy was born in St. Augustine, Florida in 1910. He received a Master’s Degree in
History from the University of Florida in 1934 and began working for Florida Works Progress
Administration (WPA) project 194, conducting historical research on Fort Jefferson. Following
completion of the WPA project, Manucy began working for the National Park Service (NPS) at
Castillo de San Marcos. He became one of Florida's most important early historians for Spanish
Colonial Florida and Saint Augustine architecture, studying the latter on a Fulbright Scholarship.
Manucy served as the historian at the Castillo de San Marcos until 1966 when he became curator for
the Southeast Regional Office. Throughout his 33-year career, he worked as a historian, restoration
specialist, and museum planner.

Among his published works are "The Houses of Saint Augustine, 1566-1821", "Sixteenth Century
Saint Augustine: The People and Their Homes", “The Building of Castillo de San Marcos”, and
“Artillery Through the Ages.” He also won awards from the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation
and the Eastern National Parks and Monuments Association. Manucy was granted the Order of La
Florida by the city of St. Augustine and is listed as a Great Floridian in the "Great Floridian 2000"
program, created to pay tribute to notable residents of Florida. He died in 1997.
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Manucy collected these oral histories during his "field trips" and provided copies to the NPS
Archives for the collection. Common themes are not readily apparent among these interviews and it
does not appear that the oral histories in this subseries were collected as part of a specific project.

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts.

Oral history recordings, draft and final transcripts, and correspondence. Correspondence primarily
concerns preparation of transcripts. Interviews do not appear to be part of a cohesive project
although several of the interviews were with individuals Manucy knew through his associations
with Fort Jefferson and Castillo de San Marcos. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) is
discussed in a couple of interviews. The short interview with Freeman Tilden does not address
fundamentals of NPS interpretation or its history, focusing primarily on speeches and doomsday
predictions.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1969-1971

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Reel-to-reel recordings of oral history interviews conducted by Manucy. Interviewees included
Herbert Kahler, Freeman Tilden, and Ted Davenport. Three interviews (DeWeese, Edwards, and
Meanerham) include the spouses in the recording. Topics include the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCCQC); living conditions at Fort Jefferson (now Dry Tortugas National Park); Eastern National
Parks and Monuments Association; bears; and the Association for Interpretation (AIN). For
description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1969-1971

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Final transcripts, correspondence regarding transcripts, and draft transcripts with interviewee
corrections. Interviews focus primarily on individual careers and parks in the Southeast Region,
including Blue Ridge Parkway, Fort Jefferson, Everglades, Fort Caroline, Castillo de San Marcos,
Virgin Islands, and San Juan. A few interviews discuss experiences in western or northeastern
parks, as well as regional offices and the Washington office. Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
experiences are also described.

SUBSERIES B. DR. CHARLES B. HOSMER'S ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS, 1961-1986

Dr. Charles B. Hosmer, Jr., was born in Naples, Italy in 1932 but was raised in Washington, D.C. In
1953, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Principia College in Illinois. He received his
master’s of arts (1956) and Ph.D. (1961) from Columbia University. From 1961-1992, he was a
professor of history at Principia College. He became nationally known as the historian of the
preservation movement in the United States. As part of his research, Hosmer conducted many oral
histories with leading preservationists, including National Park Service (NPS) staff. He published
two pioneering works in the field, “Presence of the Past: A History of the Preservation Movement in
the United States before Williamsburg” and “Preservation Comes of Age: From Williamsburg to the
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National Trust, 1926-1949”. He was also honored with special awards for service from the Eastern
National Parks and Monuments Association as Distinguished Associate (1981), and from the
American Association for State and Local History. Hosmer retired from Principia College as the Jay
P. Walker Chair in History in June 1993 and died in August 1993.

Sources:

http://content.principia.edu/sites/maybeck/homel/historic-district/charles-bridgham-hosmer-jr/
(accessed June 7, 2017)

http://www.nypap.org/preservation-history/charles-bridgham-hosmer-jr/ (accessed June 7, 2017)

Organized into two sub-subseries by project: Sub-subseries 1: Transcripts of Interviews with NPS
Staff; Sub-subseries 2: History of the Preservation Movement Interview Transcripts.

Transcripts of oral history interviews with general NPS staff and interviews conducted specifically
to document the history of the preservation movement in the United States.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: TRANSCRIPTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1961-1972

Transcripts of National Park Service (NPS) staff interviewed by Dr. Charles Hosmer and provided
to the NPS Archives as part of an exchange agreement. Although the interviews were conducted in
the 1960s and early 1970s, Hosmer provided the transcripts for the NPS to copy during 1973, which
coincides with the second phase of S. Herbert Evison's NPS Oral History Project. The exchange
agreement was coordinated between Hosmer and Dr. David H. Wallace, chief of the branch of
museum operations at Harpers Ferry Center. Under the agreed upon exchange, interviewees were
asked permission for the NPS to hold and use the transcript subject to the condition that permission
to quote directly must be obtained from the director of Harpers Ferry Center. Signed permission
forms to that effect were returned for only twelve of the interviews in this sub-subseries.

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Oral history interview transcripts. The main topics of the interviews include preservation, early
historic sites, and the NPS role in historic preservation. Also includes correspondence with some of
the individuals interviewed. Significant individuals interviewed include Horace M. Albright, Roy
Appleman, Verne Chatelain, Herbert Kahler, Ronald F. Lee, Albert Manucy, and Charles Peterson,
among others.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: HISTORY OF THE PRESERVATION MOVEMENT INTERVIEW
TRANSCRIPTS, 1981-1986

In 1980, Eastern National Parks and Monuments Association (ENP&MA) contracted with Dr.
Charles B. Hosmer to conduct oral history interviews on the evolution of the historic preservation
movement in the United States from 1950-1980. Hosmer began recording in 1981, eventually
interviewing 84 of the most influential men and women of the modern historic preservation
movement.

In late 1984, ENP&MA began looking for a suitable repository for the interview tapes and


http://www.nypap.org/preservation-history/charles-bridgham-hosmer-jr
http://content.principia.edu/sites/maybeck/home1/historic-district/charles-bridgham-hosmer-jr
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transcripts. National Park Service (NPS) Historian Ed Bearss suggested the NPS History Collection
at Harpers Ferry Center (HFC). On May 1, 1985, ENP&MA offered the collection as an
unrestricted gift to the NPS. It was understood that the NPS would be responsible for obtaining
signed releases and as contacts with interviewees were subsequently made, confusion arose
regarding Hosmer's "public release date" and requests were received to place "temporary holds" on
several of the transcripts. Concern over the NPS's ability to honor the donor requests led to most of
the material being returned to ENP&MA in 1988. The collection was subsequently deposited in the
Special Collections at the University of Maryland Libraries. Copies of unrestricted transcripts from
interviews with some NPS staff were, however, retained by HFC.

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of interviews with National Park Service (NPS) employees conducted in the 1980s and
related to the history of the preservation movement in the United States. Significant individuals
interviewed include Horace M. Albright, Ernest Connally, George Hartzog, Herbert Kahler, George
Palmer, Charles Peterson, and Robert Utley, among others.

SUBSERIES C: TRANSCRIPTS FROM REGIONAL ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM (BANCROFT
LIBRARY) INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF, 1960-1976

In 1954, the Regional Oral History Office was established at the University of California-Berkeley's
Bancroft Library to conduct interviews with leading citizens of the West. The Center's Amelia K.
Fry conducted an interview with NPS Director Newton Drury as early as 1960. A joint interview
with Directors Drury and Albright was conducted in 1962. She also recorded an interview with
Director George B. Hartzog in April 1965. As part of its series of interviews on conservation
history, the Regional Oral History Office interviewed a number of other NPS staff in the 1960s,
including Harold C. Bryant, Carl Russell, Ansel Hall, S. Herbert Evison, and Francis Farquhar,
among others.

In September 1967, NPS Director George B. Hartzog tasked his special assistant, Cornelius W.
Heine, with creating an archive for the National Park Service and to begin an oral history program.
Heine also almost immediately reached out to his friends and former NPS Directors Horace M.
Albright and Newton B. Drury for advice and to schedule interviews. On September 27, 1967,
Albright responded with detailed information about his knowledge of oral history work being
conducted around the NPS and to provide recommendations for individuals that could help the new
official enterprise. Recognizing Amelia Fry’s experience interviewing NPS and U.S. Forest Service
employees on conservation-related issues and describing her as a “remarkable woman,” Albright
suggested to Heine that he “give her a collaborator appointment” to cover costs for her to attend a
meeting in Washington, D.C.

Although the study undertaken to develop the NPS Archive progressed slowly, Heine began to
move forward with the oral history program. The Government did pay for Mrs. Fry to travel to
Washington, D.C. in November 1967, to meet with Heine and discuss the approaches for the new
program. She continued to correspond, advise, and occasionally meet with Heine throughout 1968.
In July 1968, the NPS entered into a cooperative agreement with the Regional Oral History Office
to exchange interview transcripts. The first copies the NPS provided to the Bancroft Library were
Evison's 1962-1963 transcripts which addressed western park issues. Throughout the late 1970s and
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early 1980s, the NPS also sporadically continued its relationship with the Regional Oral History
Office, including paying them for an interview and transcript with George L. Collins.

Although the Regional Oral History Office sought permission of the interviewees to deposit copies
of the transcripts with the National Park Service, it retained authority over the transcripts and no
portion of the transcripts in this subseries can be quoted without permission of the director of the
Bancroft Library. The NPS is limited to providing copies for research use only and all researchers
are responsible for contacting the Bancroft Library for any other uses or for access to the sound
recordings.

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of oral history interviews with NPS staff and associated individuals conducted by
Amelia Fry and others from the Regional Oral History Office at the University of California,
Berkeley's Bancroft Library in the 1960s and 1970s. Bound volumes often contain supplemental
information such as introductions, copies of articles, biographical information, news clippings or
obituaries, and photographs. Unbound copies of some interviews are also present. Key figures
include Directors Horace M. Albright and Newton B. Drury.

SUBSERIES D: GENERAL INTERVIEWS WITH NPS STAFF AND AFFILIATED INDIVIDUALS,
1954-2005

Organized into two sub-subseries by format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts.

Recordings and transcripts of oral history interviews created by a variety of interviewers and which
do not appear to be part of larger research projects. Most interviewees are former NPS staff but also
includes interviews with land donors and other affiliated individuals. Interviewers were often park
staff and copies were provided to NPS History Collection for use. Reel-to-reel and audio cassette
tape formats present. NPS History Collection does not possess tapes for all interviews.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 1954-2005

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Reel to reel and audio cassette recordings of oral history interviews. Individuals interviewed include
Ann Baugh, Terry Carlstrom, Herford Cowling, Cecil Doty, William C. Everhart, Lemuel (Lon)
Garrison, Charles M. Goethe, Herbert Kahler, Albert Manucy, Merrill Mattes, Wilfred Logan, and
Charles Peterson, among others. Topics discussed include the Association of National Park Rangers
(ANPR); Albright Training Center; Denver Service Center; Mission 66; creation of Herbert Hoover
Birthplace NHS; Civilian Works Administration; Works Progress Administration; and development
of Colonial Parkway. Individual careers and experiences at parks, regional offices, and the
Washington Office are discussed. For description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2:
Interview Transcripts within this subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS, 1954-2005
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Arranged alphabetically by name.

Transcripts of recordings of oral history interviews. Individuals interviewed include Ann Baugh,
Terry Carlstrom, Herford Cowling, Cecil Doty, William C. Everhart, Lemuel (Lon) Garrison,
Charles M. Goethe, Herbert Kahler, Albert Manucy, Merrill Mattes, Wilfred Logan, and Charles
Peterson, among others. Interviewees held positions such as superintendents, assistant regional
directors, regional directors, chief rangers, park naturalists, historians and center directors. Herford
Cowling was an early NPS photographer. Charles Goethe initiate interpretive programs in the NPS.
Topics discussed in the various interviews include the Association of National Park Rangers
(ANPR); Albright Training Center; Denver Service Center; Midwest Archeological Center; Mission
66 and its architecture; creation of Herbert Hoover Birthplace NHS; Emergency Relief Act
programs such as the Civilian Works Administration, Works Progress Administration, Public
Works Administration, and the Civilian Conservation Corps; and development of Colonial
Parkway. Individual careers and experiences at parks, regional offices, and the Washington Office
are discussed.

SERIES VI: PARK-SPECIFIC ORAL HISTORY RECORDS, 1965-2007 (bulk dates: 1976-2004)

Organized into seven subseries: Subseries A: Southeast Archeological Center (SEAC)
Administrative History Project; Subseries B: C&O Canal Oral History Project Transcripts;
Subseries C: The Bicentennial at Independence NHP Oral History Project; Subseries D: Custer
Battlefield Interpretation Oral History Project; Subseries E: Cuyahoga Valley's Administrative
History Interviews; Subseries F: General Park Oral History Interviews; Subseries G: C&O Canal
Oral History Interviews.

Oral history projects and interviews focused on individual parks, programs, or offices. Intervies for
SEAC and Cuyahoga Valley were collected as part of research for preparation of administrative
histories. Recordings for Independence and Custer Battlefield (now Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument) focus on the U.S. Bicentennial and evolving park interpretation, respectively.
Available release forms are legal documents and are kept in the accession folder.

SUBSERIES A: SOUTHEAST ARCHEOLOGICAL CENTER (SEAC) ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY
PROJECT, 2003-2004, 2007

Cameron Binkley, historian with the National Park Service's (NPS's) Southeast Regional Office,
conducted oral history interviews in association with his research on the Southeast Archeological
Center (SEAC). The research culminated in the 2007 NPS publication entitled "Science, Politics,
and the "Big Dig": A History of the Southeast Archeological Center and the Development of
Cultural Resources Management in the Southeast."

Organized into two sub-subseries based on format: Sub-subseries 1: Oral History Recordings; Sub-
subseries 2: Interview Transcripts and Report.

Interview recordings and transcripts with staff and managers from the Southeast Archeological
Center. Interviews contain information about the history of SEAC and the role of federal archeology
in the Southeast. Includes information on establishment of SEAC and its move from Ocmulgee
National Monument to Tallahassee, FL, including the roles played by the first NPS Chief
Archeologist John M. Corbette and Ernest Allen Connally, who directed the Office of Archeology
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and Historic Preservation. NPS Director George B. Hartzog is also discussed. Interviews discuss the
relations between SEAC and Ocmulgee and Florida State University, collections management
concerns, the impacts of various reorganizations, and efforts to outsource NPS archeological
positions. The issues of underwater archeology and external "salvage" archeology are also
discussed. A copy of Binkley's report is also included.

SUB-SUBSERIES 1: ORAL HISTORY RECORDINGS, 2003-2004

Arranged alphabetically by name.

Recordings of interviews with managers and staff at the Southeast Archeological Center regarding
the history of the Center and archeology in the NPS. Interviews were conducted with SEAC chiefs,
Washington Office staff, and staff at the Southeast Regional Office. Individuals interviewed include
John Ehrenhard, Richard Faust, George Fischer, Tony Paredes, and George Smith, among others.
For description of interview contents, see Sub-subseries 2: Interview Transcripts within this
subseries.

SUB-SUBSERIES 2: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORT, 2003-2004, 2007

Arranged alphabetically.

Transcripts of oral history interviews with managers and staff at the Southeast Archeological
Center. Interviews contain information about the history of SEAC and the role of federal archeology
in the Southeast. Includes information on establishment of SEAC and its move from Ocmulgee
National Monument to Tallahassee, FL, including the roles played by the first NPS Chief
Archeologist John M. Corbette and Ernest Allen Connally, who directed the Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation. NPS Director George B. Hartzog is also discussed. Interviews discuss the
relations between SEAC and Ocmulgee and Florida State University, collections management
concerns, the impacts of various reorganizations, and efforts to outsource NPS archeological
positions. The issues of underwater archeology and external "salvage" archeology are also
discussed. A copy of Binkley's report is also included.

SUBSERIES B: C&O CANAL ORAL HISTORY PROJECT TRANSCRIPTS, 1965-1980

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, begun in Washington D.C. in 1828 and completed to Cumberland
by 1850, paralleled the Potomac River on the Maryland shore. It was built to open a transportation
route to the west, using the water from the river to carry the load. Throughout i